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Here are some top MLK and Civil Rights reader’s theater scripts. The first page of each appears on pages 
5-11. You’ll find complete versions at the Mackowiecki Lewis store on TpT or the ReadAloudPlays store 

on Etsy. Most were originally published in Scholastic classroom magazines such as Storyworks and Scope, 
so they’ve been professionally vetted and edited. Visit ReadAloudPlays.com for details. Happy directing! 

 

 
 

Ruby Bridges: A Simple Act of Courage 
 

“Nothing can be more moving than watching a small black child climbing the 

steps of her elementary school that historically and legally did not welcome 

her presence,” said actor and civil rights crusader Harry Belafonte. This play is 

based on the events of 1960 depicted in Ruby’s own book, Through My Eyes. 

Parts for from 12 to 24 students. Suitable for reader’s theater, podcast, 

or full stage production. Includes two comprehension activities (CCSs 

Literature items 1, 2, 3, 4, 10; RI 1,2, 8). Available on TpT. 

 
 

 

  

Sitting Down for Dr. King: The Greensboro Sit-ins 

 
Originally published in the January 2003 issue of Storyworks  magazine, 

Sitting Down for Dr. King’s dramatic conclusion has made it one of the 

most frequently republished in the Civil Rights series. Set during the 

Greensboro Lunch Counter Sit-ins of 1960, the event is viewed through the 

eyes of a middle class white boy who gets angry when the protests prevents 

him from enjoying his family celebration at the Woolworth.  

For grades 4 - 8. Parts for 7 to 14 students. Ten pages including 

comprehension activity and key; CCSs Literature items #s 1,4, and 10. 

Available on TpT. 
 

 

 

In the Jailhouse with Dr. King 
 

Historical fiction. Set during the Montgomery Bus Boycott, “Jailhouse” tells the 

story of a angry black teen who finds himself in jail with Dr. King. The teen is 

there because he has lashed out at oppressive society, but he soon learns about 

and sees Dr. King’s commitment to non-violence first hand. 

Ideal for grades 5-7. Parts for 9 to 14 students plus innumerable extras. 

Eight pages including comprehension activity; CCSs Literature items 1, 3, 4, 

and 10. Available on Etsy.  
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Gonna Let it Shine 
 

Non-fiction from the Jan. 2012 issue of Storyworks. Based on 8-year-old 

Sheyann Webb’s firsthand account of her involvement in the “Bloody Sunday” 

events of 1965 in Selma, Alabama. Sheyann is historically regarded as MLK’s 

“youngest freedom fighter.”   

For grades 3-7. Parts for 10 to 14 students plus innumerable non-

speaking extras. Eleven pages including comprehension activity and key; CCSs 

Literature items #1,2,3,6, 9, and 10 and Information Text items #1,2,3, and 10. 

Available on Etsy. 
 
 

MLK’s Freedom March 
 

Historical fiction originally published in the Feb./Mar. 2010 issue of 

Scholastic’s Storyworks magazine. Tells the story of a family who overcome 

their struggles to gather together at the 1968 March for Jobs and Freedom in 

Washington D.C. where Dr. King delivers his I Have a Dream speech. 

For grades 3-7. Parts for 11 students.  Ten pages. Includes 

comprehension activity and key; CCSs 1,2,3,4, 10). Available on Etsy. 
 

 

 

 

Martin’s Big Dream: The Childhood of Martin Luther King 
 

Originally published in the Jan. 2000 issue of Storyworks and reprinted in the 

Jan./Feb. 2003 issue of Instructor magazine. Historical fiction based on King’s 

own writing. Reveals an incident from King’s childhood in which he was 

denied being able to play baseball with his white friends. According to King’s 

autobiography, this was a factor in his becoming a Civil Right Crusader.  

For grades 3-7. Parts for 10 to 12 students. Ten pages including 

comprehension activity and key; CCSs Literature items #s 1,4, and 10. 

Available on Etsy. 
 

 

The Library Card 
 

Based on an incident from author Richard Wright’s youth in which he was 

denied access to the public library due to his race. The story was popularized in 

William Miller’s inspiring picture book, “Richard Wright and the Library 

Card” (Lee & Low, 1997), but was orginally told in Wright’s autobiography, 

Black Boy. 

Parts for 9 actors and suitable for reader’s theater, podcast, or stage 

performance in grades 3 – 7. Eight pages including comprehension activity; 

CCSs Literature items 1, 3, 4, and 10. Available on Etsy. 
 
 

All plays include public school performance rights and license to print a full class set every year for use in 
the original purchaser’s classroom. Visit ReadAloudPlays.com for details and a couple tiny limitations. 
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Civil Rights Plays 
 
Claudette Colvin: The Girl Who Got Arrested   
Gonna Let it Shine: Selma to Montgomery March 
How Jackie Robinson  Changed America 
Martin’s Big Dream: The Childhood of MLK 
In the Jailhouse with Dr. King--Montgomery 
MLK’s Freedom March—1963 
      March on Washington  
The Library Card: Richard  
      Wright 
Ruby Bridges: A Simple Act of  
      Courage 
Sitting Down for Dr. King: The 
      Greensboro Lunch Counter 
      Sit-ins 
We Shall Overcome: The 
Birmingham Children’s Crusade  

 

Classic Short Stories 

 

A Piece of String -- Maupassant 
A Retrieved Reformation – O.Henry 
A Christmas Carol -- Dickens 
Cyclops: The Monster in the Cave  
Gabriel Grub – Dickens’ Gothic Christmas tale  
Rikki Tikki Tavi – Kipling 
Sleepy Hollow  -- Irving   
The Birthmark –Hawthorne 
The Gift of the Magi – O.Henry 
The Monkey’s Paw – Jacobs 
The Necklace -- Maupassant  
The Open Window – Saki  
The Tell-Tale Heart  -- Poe 
The Nose – Gogol 
How the Elephant Got its Trunk – Just So Stories

American History 
 

President Lincoln’s Spies & Rebels 
Box Brown’s Freedom Crate 
Fly Me to the Moon: The Apollo Moon Landing 
Juneteenth: Freedom for the First Time  
Girl. Fighter. Hero: Sybil Ludington 
Lewis & Clark and Bird Girl  

Ponce de Leon: The Fountain of  
     Youth 
Stolen Childhoods: Crusade to End  
     Child Labor 
The Legend of Betsy Ross: Fact or  
     Fiction 
The Secret Soldier: The American  
     Revolution 
Two Plays from the American 
      Revolution 
Newsies: The Newsboy Strike of  
     1898 

The Newsies Musical (Not your Disney version!)   
The War of 1812 
As American as Apple Pie – Independence Day 
War Stories: Honoring Vets on Veterans’ Day 
Argument at Mount Rushmore 
President’s Day Dream – The meaning of   
       President’s Day 
 

Still Others! 

 

Pip & the Prisoner—from Great Expectations 
Peter Rabbit 
Escape from the Blacking House—the Youth of 
Charles Dickens 
Penelope Ann Poe’s Amazing Cell Phone:  

Modernized Tell-Tale Heart 
King Edward & the Siege of Calais 

  

http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Read-Aloud-Play-Stolen-Childhoods-Lewis-Hines-Crusade-to-End-Child-Labor-798666
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